
Curved / Improve Blocks 

Jacksonville Modern Quilt Guild 

Fabric Needed:  two (2) 14 inch x 14 inch pieces of fabric of your choice 

Finished Block Size:  12 x 12 and you get two!!! 

Pieces in Block:  2 

For this block, we are going to be playing with curves!  If you have ever done a drunkard’s path block, 
this will be similar.  Here is the catch - there is no template.  You get to create the curve.  It is all improve 
and about as modern as you can get.  Yes, I know, its scary.  It’s different.  It is not a straight seam.  

Here are my finished blocks so you have an idea of the block we are doing: 
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To refresh your memory on some terminology, the circle part of a drunkard’s path block is often 
referred to as the “pie” and the outer part is referred to the as “crust”.  In this tutorial I will refer to the 
improve pieces in the same manner to help you better visualize what we are doing. 

Here is a link that I found on Pinterest which gives some great visuals and walks you through these 
steps.   

https://www.mybluprint.com/article/curved-quilt-blocks  

This tutorial takes the block beyond two pieces of fabric and puts multiple curves together in one block 
which I though was quite interesting and I definitely want to try.  However, for anyone else like myself 
who is trying curves for the first time, I’m starting with two pieces of fabric first.  The tutorial from 
Pinterest is a #goal. 

I happen to be able to get measurements for three different size blocks so I am going to share.  I think it 
will be easier to start with a much larger block first, but that is my theory.   

 

Finished Block Size Start with Fabric Square at Least 
6 x 6 7.5 x 7.5 
9 x 9 11 x 11 
12 x 12 14 x 14 
TBD x TBD Start with at least 1.5 x 1.5 more than you want the finished block to be 

 

Instructions 

1. Cut fabric to desired size.  If you want a finished block of 12 x 12, you will need to start with two 
pieces of fabric measuring at least 14 x 14. 

2. Place both pieces of fabric on top of each other.  The right sides of both fabrics need to be facing up.  
Or you can have facing down if the patterns distract you.  Either way, the pretty sides must be facing 
the same way. 

3. Hold your fabric steady with one hand and start cutting from the bottom with your rotary cutter.  As 
you come up, you will make a curve going to the left ending somewhere on the fabric preferably at a 
90-degree angle.  If you are left-handed you do the same thing but your curve will be up and to the 
right.  Make sure to apply enough pressure to cut through both pieces of fabric. (Tip don’t start in 
the middle four inches of the block – you want random and not perfection.  Try and start a few 
inches from the outer edge of the block.) 

4. Now, switch the pie pieces so that they no longer match the crusts.   You are now ready to sew.   
5. Personally, when I sewed this together, I didn’t use pens, or clips or anything – but feel free to.  I 

recommend you set your stitch length to about 2.0 or just shorter than you may normally use.  Take 
a deep breath because you got this!  Also, slow your speed…this is a manatee zone and nothing over 
5 MPH here folks.  Trust me. 

6. As usual, pretty sides together and they will seem all weird and out of place.  That’s okay.  The first 
part will likely be pretty easy.  It will be a straight line…then it starts to curve.  This is when you start 
to have to take it a few stitches at a time and readjust.  Hence why I said a larger block may be 
easier to start with as the curve will probably not be as dramatic as a smaller block.  The key here is 
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to make sure the fabric going under your needle is not puckered or folding onto itself or pulling.  As 
long as the fabric under the needle is fine, your seams will be.  The excess crust fabric will look, well, 
weird from what we are used to and that is okay.  Just take a deep breath and go stitch by stitch.  
Also, don’t stretch or pull the crust.  It is cut on the bias so you will distort the fabric if you get 
anxious and pull it.  Going slowing allows you to continuously reposition the fabric.  Personally, I put 
the crust on top with the pie below when I sewed.   

7. So, when you are done you might notice there is extra “crust”.  This is okay.  Don’t freak out.  You 
didn’t do anything wrong.  You may have an inch extra (this is why we start with such a larger piece 
of fabric than what the block will end up being).  Since we are not using a template and the curve 
was all free hand, there was no consideration taken with complex math calculations on how much 
this fabric should be for this curve for this to all match exactly.  Also, the block may look really 
wonky.  Like, really, really wonky.  That is okay.  That is expected when you use this type of method.  
But again, we allowed extra fabric so eventually we will trim the blocks down and it will all work out.  
See I have extra on both of mine – it’s okay!    Now, I know I said no trimming until the end.  But I 
know there are folks out there that will not be able to sleep with that extra inch of fabric hanging 
off, so trim if you must (I will avert my eyes). 

  

8. Now, when you look at the pretty side, as long as there is no puckering in the seam, you are good!  
Time to press those seams! 

9. Ah, pressing seams – not going to get into a debate here and we all have been taught different ways 
of press to the dark, open seams, go how the seam lays….do as you please.  For this block, both of 
mine laid flatter towards the crust so that is how I pressed them with a steam iron.  I also used my 
trusty quilter’s clapper to help “set” those seams and make them lie flatter.  Oh, what is a quilter’s 
clapper you might ask?  Here is a picture: 
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Full disclosure – I took this picture from google image search, but this also happens to be the one I 
have. 
So, what does this do?  The clapper helps to set the seam.  When you are using steam, you are 
adding water/humidity and when you immediately put this handy dandy piece of wood over it and 
press down, it immediately draws out all the water/humidity you put in locking the fabric into place. 
The seam also lies much flatter.  The more patchwork piecing you get into, the handier this little 
piece of wood becomes.  It works similar to a tailor’s clapper. I use mine on both the right and 
wrong sides of the fabric for good measure.  Below is an example of an ironed seam only and an 
ironed seam with the quilter’s clapper to help show you the difference.   

 
 
My actual blocks – before and after the quilter’s clapper was used. 
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Again, you do not have to have this tool to participate but I can tell you it has elevated my quilting 
and my blocks look so much better!!! 
 

Congrats on completing the first block and maybe your first ever c-u-r-v-e!  If you have any tips or trips 
or gadgets – please feel free to share! 

~Jessie 

 

 

 

 


