
Hello everyone and welcome to the first Block of the Month (BOM) series for the Jacksonville Modern Quilt 

Guild (JMQG)!!!  Let me introduce myself for those who do not know me.  I’m Jessie Silverman and one of the 

original founding members of the guild.  Yes, I was absent for a while, but always a paying member.  Robin 

encouraged me to return as many lovely people had joined, and she was most definitely right.        Y’all are quite 

amazing. 

So, I know everyone is not able to attend all meetings, and even if you are able to attend, not always able to stay 

after for demonstrations.  This BOM series will be distributed via social media so that you will be able to tackle 

the blocks when your schedule allows.  You may get three behind and catch up all in a single day.  That’s okay.  

Please do not feel the pressure to keep up (but I hope you do).  Please feel free to share your progress at 

meetings or on the Facebook page.   

I plan on doing a minimum of twelve (12) blocks but possibly as many as twenty (20).  Honestly, it all depends on 

what my schedule allows.  My theme for this year is truly modern.  I want to expand our horizons and I’ve 

searched for some truly unique blocks that are somewhat of a twist on the ol’ classics.  We will play with curves, 

straight lines, flying geese, half square triangles – but without rules.  Some blocks will be easy and some will 

challenge our piecing abilities (so make sure you know where your seam ripper is ladies).  The simplest block 

only has 2 pieces but one of the blocks has 76 pieces (but OMG it is amazing…I mean a-ma-zing!!!).  But you’ll 

have to stick around and build up those skills before we get to it.   

My recommendations based on how I’ve planned this out: 

• Grab a fat quarter bundle you like or have been meaning to make something awesome out of and use it 

for this!  That’s what I’ll be doing.  As each block is posted I plan on making one myself to show you that 

it is possible.  I myself have never made any of these blocks and I want to inspire by tackling them 

alongside of y’all.   

• The goal is a finished block measuring 12 x 12 or close to it as possible.  Since I have yet to win the 

lottery and must work to keep a roof over my head, I have found tutorials on the web through web 

searches and Pinterest which are free that I will be sharing and referring you to for full instructions with 

pictures, etc.  Unfortunately, some of these tutorials may or may not have 12 x 12 measurements.  If I 

am able to calculate the measurements ahead of time, I will include in my post.  My thought is by doing 

all or the majority of the blocks at 12 x 12, we will end up with a nice sized quilt at the end.   

• Don’t trim your blocks yet!  I know, I know – but I encourage you to wait and trim all of your blocks to 

the very end.  You might need that extra quarter of an inch to meet another block, but you don’t know 

that yet.  You may also decide to trim all blocks down to 10 x 10, etc.  So, I encourage you to wait.  Also, 

its MODERN, do the blocks all really have to be the same size??!!?!? I’ll let you think about it and decide.  

Go where the fabric takes you… 

• Scraps – Okay, I am not trying to start a heated debate, but I would encourage y’all to keep all of the 

usable scraps you have until the quilt top is done.  Since you don’t know what blocks are ahead (hehe), 

you might need a piece of fabric that is 2 x 2 and that might be the perfect fabric, but you trashed it 

eight months ago… 

• My goal is to post all blocks by end of October.  I want to give everyone time to at least assemble the 

quilt top and perhaps quilt it so we can them show off at the holiday meeting in December.   

Thank you in advance for joining me on this journey!   

Jessie 


